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THE MYSTERY OF LEARNING TO LOVE

Hannah offers her only child, Samuel, as a gift to the Lord. (1 Samuel)

We are called children of God; and that is what we are. (I John)

Jesus' parents find him in the Temple among the teachers. (Luke)

Today's gospel was probably a later addition to

Luke's gospel, a story from the rich oral tradition of
stories told about Jesus. Like many childhood stories
of famous people, this one is retold because it shows

signs in Jesus' boyhood of the qualities that will
emerge in his adulthood, that will mark his life forev-
er in history. Luke clearly has the events of Holy
Week in mind in the details he has included in the

story: the joumey to Jerusalem at Passover, the en-
counter with the teachers at the Temple, the three

days Jesus is lost.

At the age of 12, a Jewish boy becomes a "son of the
Law" - he becomes personally responsible for fol-
lowing the Torah. The faithful Jesus reveals himself
as the perfect servant of his Father from the time of
his first legal pilgrimage to Jemsalem.

It was the Jewish practice for teachers to conduct

classes not in a lecture format but as an open discus-
sion in which participants were encouraged to ask
questions. Portrayals of Jesus dominating the scene,

overwhelming the teachers with the depth of his in-
sights, are from what actually happened. As Luke
tells the story, Jesus was listening to the teachers and

eagerly searching for knowledge in his questions like
a highly motivated and interested student typically
much older than the l2-year-old boy from Nazareth.

-Dr 
Jay Cormier

CHRISTMAS OCTAVE

A series of saints' feasts directly follows upon Christ
mas. In the 13th century, Durandus saw these saints
as a "retinue of honour" accompanying the Christ
Child, and gave them the name "companions of
Ch,rist."

WORLD DAY OF PEACE2022 (January 1)

"Education, Work, and Dialogue between Generations:

tools for building lasting peace"

St. Vincent de Paul
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Monday, December 27
ST. JOHN, apostle, evangelist (feast)
8:30 a.m. Mass t Margo Van de Laar

Tuesday, December 28
HOLY INNOCENTS, martyrs (feast)
8:30 a.m. Mass - int. for the Wagner & SLrrgent farni-
lies (living and deceased)

Wednesday, December 29 5th day, Christmas octave
8:30 a.m. Mass t Andy Furlanetto
[St, Thomas Becket, bishop, martyrJ

Thursday, December 30 6th day, Christmas octave
8:30 a.m. Mass f Margo Van de Laar

Friday, December 31 7th day, Christmas octave

8:30 a.m. Mass f Bud Wright
[St. Sylvester I, popeJ

5:00 p.m. Mass (for Jan. l) "- special intention
New Year's Eve

Saturday, January I
New Year's Day / octave day of Christmas [2022!]
World Day of Peace

MATERNITY OF MARY (solemnity)
10:00 a.m. Mass people of the parish
[oq_te: no 5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)

Epiphany ofthe Lord, Sunday, January 2
9:00 a.m. Mass people of the parish
I 1:00 a.m. Mass t Dal & Anna Sartor
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