
SYNOD 2021 - 2023: Journeying Together 
Last weekend we opened registrations for the listening 
sessions and we had an amazing response! As we have about 
twelve people on the waiting list, we are asking our team of 
facilitators to add an evening session (March 15) and a 
daytime session (March 17). This week’s sessions are ready 
to go and those who signed up should have had their 
reservation confirmed. If not, contact patrick@saidhear.ca 

The committee may well be adding more dates in the following weeks. Please email 
stvdp2021@gmail.com to be added to the waitlist, indicating preference for weekday 
evening, weekday daytime, or a weekend session.
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The same Spirit that led Jesus into the desert 
leads us into this 40-day “wilderness 
experience” of Lent, to ask ourselves the same 
kind of questions, to begin to understand who 
we are and who we are becoming, to discern 
what God calls us to be as we journey to the 
dwelling place of God. 

As Jesus was “tempted,” so, too, are we 
confronted with the many different choices 
and goals life presents us. 

This First Sunday of Lent calls us into the 
desert of our hearts, those unknown 
“wildernesses” and terrifying places we 
struggle through as a result of circumstances 
beyond our control or because of our own 
mistakes and sins – but it is in those deserts 
and wildernesses where we find the courage 
and vision to move on.

 — Dr. Jay Cormier

Monday, March 7 
  8:30 a.m. Mass    †   Luigi & Assunta Ascenzo 
[Sts. Perpetua & Felicity, married women, catechumens, martyrs] 
!
Tuesday, March 8    

  8:30 a.m. Mass    †   Stelina Krusvar 
[St. John of God / Juan de Dios (João Duarte Cidade), shepherd, soldier, entrepreneur,
 religious founder (Brothers Hospitallers)] 
!
Wednesday, March 9  

  8:30 a.m. Mass    †   Urban & Hilda O’Brien 
  
[St. Frances of Rome (Francesca Bussa de’ Leoni), married woman, religious founder, 
 patroness of Benedictine oblates] 
!
Thursday, March 10 

  8:30 a.m. Mass    †   Gary O’Brien 
[St. John Ogilvie, Jesuit priest, martyr] 
[St. Marie-Eugénie de Jésus Milleret de Brou, religious founder] 
!  
Friday, March 11 

  8:30 a.m. Mass    †   Dal & Anna Sartor 
  6:30 p.m. Stations / Mass   ♦   people of the parish 
!
Saturday, March 12 
[St. Luigi Orione, priest, religious founder (Sons of Divine Providence)] 

  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)  †   Helen Soares 
!
2nd Sunday of Lent, March 13 

  9:00 a.m. Mass    †   Mathew Slak 
11:00 a.m. Mass    ♦   people of the parish

First Sunday of Lent 
March 6, 2022

TEMPTED BUT VICTORIOUS THROUGH FAITH 
Faith of the people of Israel. (Deuteronomy) 
Faith in Christ. (Romans) 
Temptation of Christ. (Luke)

Sunday Collection (Feb. 27)          $2,690.00

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 
FOR YOUR 

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP!

MYSTERY OF FAITH 
From Ash Wednesday through to mid-June 
(or until Ordinary Time resumes), the 
acclamation during the Eucharistic Prayer is 
the third one: 

Save us, Saviour of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection 

you have set us free.
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Lent Seasonal Reconciliation 
“Four Hours of Mercy and Peace” (across the diocese) 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 2 
(additional times to be added and in Holy Week) 

Way of the Cross / Stations 
Fridays, March 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8 (6:30 p.m.) 
(Mass following)

St. Vincent de Paul Parish welcomes 
you to the celebration of Lent 2022!

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Today we commission the members of the council. They are: 

Philip Brunt   Loretta Lavoie 
Brian Carty   Patrick Portelli 
Michelle Cumiskey  Jennifer Pothier 
Brandy Delaney   Joseph Sitko 
Paul Dunphy   Cathy van der Zalm 
David Galvin   Nancy van der Zalm 
The next meeting of the council is this Thursday, March 10 (6:30 p.m.)

Development and Peace: SYMBOLS OF SOLIDARITY 
Presenting the “symbols of solidarity” is 
an activity that helps visually illustrate the 
2022 “Share Lent” campaign theme, 
“People and Planet First.” These symbols 
are to be incorporated into the procession 
at the beginning of each Sunday Mass, 
leading up to “Solidarity” Sunday (Fifth 
Sunday of Lent). 

Canadian companies don’t always respect 
people’s human and environmental rights 
in the Global South. Their abuses are 
opposed by brave rights defenders. These 
people work hard to promote their 
communities’ right and protect the 

environment. For this they are often harassed, threatened, 
intimidated, criminalized, beaten, and sometimes killed. The 
“symbols of solidarity” celebrate their bravery. They reflect the 
determination of communities in the Global South to live with 
dignity and to decide their own future. And they remind us of our 
responsibility to those communities.

Two chefs, competing for the title of “Finest Fish Fryer,” 
were about equal. Their dishes were excellent, so it was 
a close race until one of the chefs glazed his entry and 
won the title. “Alas,” sighed the other chef, “there, but 
for the glaze of cod, go I.”  (Harvey Prinz)

JOURNEY IN FAITH 2022 
Fr. Peter Rowe and Ineke Brinkman invite you to be our travelling 
companions on the journey to Switzerland, Austria, and Germany 
August 31 - September 7, 2022! Included in the itinerary are stops 
in Basel, Schaffhausen, Konstanz, Sankt Gallen, Bergen, Lindau, 
Fussen (Neuschwanstein castle) — and the highlight, the Passion 
Play in Oberammergau (an every ten-year event, postponed from 
2020). Package price, with flights (Air Canada, Lufthansa), is 
$5375 per person, based on double occupancy ($700 single 
supplement). To get on board, call Ineke (905/684-0888, x1415) or 
e-mail ineke.brinkman@visiontravel.ca

FINANCES & HERITAGE COMMITTEE 

Looking ahead to the parish’s 200th in 2026, we will need to 
embark upon a number of restoration projects, but first we 
have to reconstitute a “Finances and Heritage” Committee 
and develop a concrete plan of action. We are asking 
parishioners who are interested in the financial health of the 
parish and the physical upkeep of the premises to consider 
putting their names forward.

40 Days for Life 
Niagara 2022 

… will be running in Niagara 
from March 2 to April 10. 
For new sign pick-up and 

parking locations, see poster in 
the church entrance.

CHURCH CAPACITY LIMITS (& “ETIQUETTE”) 
While limits have been lifted in Ontario churches, including our 
own, likely this will be well received by some and reservedly by 
others. Given that the pandemic is not over, there are different 
perspectives on this. It does mean that individuals will now be 
responsible for making their own decisions about what level of risk 
is acceptable. 

No one is exempt from wearing a face mask (except the presiding 
priest, readers, and music ministers when on duty). Even with the 
removal of the floor and carpet markings, all are encouraged to 
respect “distancing etiquette.” To be together again is special, yes, 
but only if hospitalizations trend downward can there be more 
relief (e.g., congregational singing, no requirements for indoor 
masking). 

In the meantime, churchgoers are asked to exercise respect, charity, 
and kindness towards others and to recognize the varying comfort 
levels of people, especially during these steps to transition. Each 
parishioner has to be able to plan according to their comfort level, 
and really for their own health. 

On another note, we are in the process of installing equipment that 
will enable live-streaming of liturgies here at St. Vincent de Paul, 
for those who may wish to participate “virtually.” More details to 
follow.

God of infinite mercy and goodness, we pray to you today for 
peace; we pray to you for the people of Ukraine who are 
experiencing death and destruction. 

Protect all families who have been displaced and separated from 
each other as they have sought safety. Comfort those who fear for 
their lives and the lives of their loved ones. Change the hearts of 
those set on violence and aggression, and fill earthly leaders with 
great wisdom to find paths to peace. May your peace reign, now 
and always. Amen.
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