
4th Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS

lt's hope of a ruler and shepherd who will oobe peace." (Micuh)

Jesus offered himself to do God's will. (Hebrews)

Efizabeth acknowledges Jesus in Mary's visitation. (Luke)

The readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent each
year shift the focus from Advent's call to prepara-
tion for the Messiah to setting the stage for the birth
of Christ. In today's gospel, Elizabeth proclaims
her joy-filled faith in God's promise of salvation
that will be accomplished through Mary's child and
praises her young cousin for her "yes" to God's
plan.

In Mary andElizabeth's meeting and in our own
similar "visitations," the Spirit of God is present in
the healing, comfort, and support we can extend to
one another in such moments. In the light and hope
of this holy season, m&y we "make haste" to bring
such reconciling peace and healing justice in our
own "visitations" to others, in our own encounters
in which the grace of God enables us to see one an-
other in God's eyes.

-Dr. Jay Cormier

POPE'S DECEMBER PRAYER INTENTION

For the catechists, summoned to announce the
Word of God, to be its witnesses, with courage and
creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

SACRAMENTAL FORGIVENESS
(RECONCTLTATTON)

In order to assist our parishioners to prepare for
Christmas by experiencing forgiveness in the sacra-
ment of mercy and peace, one or two priests will be
on hand in the church this Thursday. December 23
(3:30-5:00 p.m.).

PARIS OFFICE HOURS

Please note: the parish ofllce lvill be closed between
Christrnas ancl Ne'uv Year's. We w'ill reopen on
Wednesday. Jartr-rary 5 at
9:00 a.m.

Sundal Collection (Dec. l2)
ReguIlr Offertory $8,655.00
E-transfer S 600.00
Deo Gratias S 50..00
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Monday, December 20 J"come, o Kev of David!"1

8:30 a.m. Mass t Starling Hopman

Tuesday, December 2l J"co*n, O Rising Dawn, o Davspring!"J

8:30 a.m. Mass int. of Kathleen Moloney
[St. Petnts Canisius (Pieter Kanis/Kanijs), Jewit priest, doctor of
the Chu'ch, "second apostle of Gennany"J

Wednesday, Decemb er 22 J"roore, o King of rhe nations!"1

8:30 a.m. Mass - int. of Charlotte & Stephanie
I S t. Fran c e s c a Sav e ri o C a b rin i, r e I i giou s fo un de r]

Thursday, December 23 J"ro*e, o Emmanuel!"1

8:30 a.m. Mass t Anna Sartor
3:30-5:00 p.m.
Reconciliation / Sacramental Forgiveness
[St. John Cantius (Jan Kanty), priest]

Friday, December 24

[note: no a.m. Mass]

CHRISTMASEVE (solemnity)
5:30 p.m. Mass int. of Marjorie & David Euale
at Night (twilight / sundown)
(5:00 carols, readings)
8:00 p.m. Mass f Raphael Pereira
at Night (mid-eve)
(7:30 carols, readings)
10:30 p.m. Mass - people of the parish
at Night (pre-midnight)
(10:00 choir carols, singing)

Saturday, December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY (solemnity)
9:00 a.m. Mass t Jill Wright
(at dawn)
I 1:00 a.m. Mass f Bill Scarselletta
(of daylight)
[note: no 5:00 pm. Mass (for Sun.)]

Holy Family Sunday, December 26
9:00 a.m. Mass t Donat Di Carlantonio
1 l:00 a.m. Mass - people of the parish
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CHURCH CLEANING

All hands on deck! Let's chip in and help spruce up our
church for the Christmas-Epiphany feasts! Bring your
favourite cleaning gear (certain supplies will be provid-
ed). We're looking at this Wednesday (December 22),
following the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 2022

Offertory envelopes for 2022are ready to be picked up at
the back of the church (tn numerical order). Tax receipts
for income tax purposes are issued annually (in Febru-
ary) for all donations received through offertory enve-
lopes or EFT (electronic funds transfer.If you would like
offertory envelopes or if you would like to arrange for
EFT, contact the parish office (468-7272) dwing regular
hours (Wednesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)
-- or send an e-mail to st.vincentdepaul@bellnet.ca

BULLETIN EDTTOR

We are grateful to Helen McCallum for stepping in over
these weeks and undertaking to complete the weekly bul-
Ietin (more a newsletter). However, the application or
program which she has been using does not appear to be
compatible with the format desired. Hence, yet again we
will be "on the lookout" for an editor who has a profi-
ciency with various publishing applications and who can,
as Helen did, work from home (also, it is a paid posi-
tion).

CHRISTMAS MASSES

The Christmas Mass continues to be the principal way
for us to express ourjoy and gratitude for the mystery of
the Incarnation. Catholic practice observes the eucharis-
tic liturgy at the four "cardinalpoints" of the solemnity
of the Nativity of the Lord: sunset, midnight, dawn,
noonday. Get to know the spirit proper to each of the
Christmas Masses...

-5:30 i 8:00 , 1C):30 p.m. Dcc. 24: "the seeing of light" --
the Christmas of light and shadow. The people who
walked in darkness see the great light for all peoples her-
alded to the shepherds. We join Bethlehem's shepherds
in nighnvatch.

9:00 a.m. Dec. 25: "the celebration of seeing" -- the
Christmas of treasure and giving. The shepherds arrive
to see the infant Jesus, the great hope ofsalvation, and
they glorified and praised God. We go with them to
Bettrlehem.

1 1:00 a.m. Dec. 25: "the celebration of inner seeing" --
the Christmas ofjoy, of manifesting the glory of God
The fuller meaning of the Word made flesh becomes
manifest as a reflection of the Father's glory and being,
which will ultimately be seen to the ends of the earth.

WORDS TO START THE NEW YEAR

As we face the New Year, let us focus.. .

not on our fears, but on the Father;
not on our failures, but on the Forgiver;
not on our anxieties, but on the Answer;
not on our worries, but on the Way;
not on our troubles, but on the Truth;
not on our liabilities, but on the Light;
not on our scarcities, but on the Supply;
not on our insufficiencies, but on the Inexhaustible;
not on our obstacles, but on the Omnipotent;
not on our loneliness, but on the Love.

MATERNITY OF MARY

On January 1, we honour Mary in her role as Mother
of God. The Council of Ephesus recognized this im-
portant truth about Mary in the year 431, affirming
that she is the Theotokos, the "God-Bearer." This
image of Mary as the "Bearer of God" was important
to the Swiss-German mystic Adrienne von Speyr,
who once wrote about Mary's visitation to Elizabeth:
"Mary, sent by her Son, is already working apostoli-
cally and teaching people to pray. In carrying the
Lord to others, physically and spiritually, Mary is
doing what the Church will do later when she brings
all people to the Eucharist."

2023 SYNOD ON ''SYNODALITY''
Pope Francis has invited the Church to participate in
this, which is all about our journeying together.
Through listening and discemment rooted in the Ho-
ly Spirit, the entire People of God is called to con-
tribute to a process by which the Church deepens in
understanding of her mission and looks toward the
future. So this is not just a convening of bishops
advising the pope; it is a journey for the entire
Church.

Presently across this diocese, we are in the stage of
identifoing facilitators to conduct three small group
sessions to be spread over three weeks in January /
February 2022. We are looking for those who are
comfortable with in-person or virnral gatherings,
who are connected to their faith, who have good in-
terpersonal skills, who are invitational and non-
judgemental, and who are reliable -- training is man-
datory. Here at St. Vincent de Paul, we now have
the minimum of three volunteers, but we could defi-
nitely use more! The deadline for submitting names
is December 22.


