
 

  

Epiphany of the Lord, January 8 

 
CONTEMPLATING THE GLORY OF THE LORD 

Nations shall come to your light.  (Isaiah) 

The mystery now revealed to humankind.  (Ephesians) 

The wise men knelt down and paid the child homage.  (Matthew) 
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Monday, January 9  

BAPTISM OF THE LORD (feast) 
 

8:30 a.m. Mass        † Donald Thompson 

[St. Ramon de Penyafort, Dominican priest, patron of canon lawyers] 

 
Tuesday, January 10  [1st week in Ordinary Time] 

 

10:30 a.m. Mass (note: time change!)    † Mary Teresa O’Reilly 

[St. Gregory of Nyssa, bishop, "Cappadocian Father"] 

Wednesday, January 11 
 

8:30 a.m. Mass                    † Jerry Gallagher 

 
Thursday, January 12 

St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, virgin, missionary, religious founder 

(Cong. of Notre Dame) 

 

8:30 a.m. Mass          int. of Wagner & 

[St. Aelred of Rielvaux, Cistercian monk]              Surgent families 

[St. Antonio Maria (Eustachio) Pucci, Servite priest] 

Friday,  January 13  

8:30 a.m. Mass       † Frank & Nancy Earls 

[St. Hilary of Poitiers, bishop, doctor of the Church] 

 

Saturday, January 14 
 [St. Sava, bishop] [Bl. Petrus Donders, Redemptorist priest]         

                                                          
5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)                                 † Joseph & Alma Arruda / 

         †   Jack Harmer 

Second Sunday of Ordinary Time, January 15   

  9:00 a.m. Mass                                  people of the parish                                      

11:00 a.m. Mass               † Ed Kocsis / 

        † Sean David Kirlin   

 

 

There were three groups of people who 

reacted to the Epiphany of Christ’s birth. 

The first group, headed by King Herod, tried 

to eliminate Jesus; the second group, priests 

and scribes, ignored Jesus; and the third 

group, represented by the shepherds and the 

Magi, came to adore Jesus. Let us make sure 

that we belong to the third group by actively 

worshipping Jesus at Mass with the gold of 

our love, the myrrh of our humility, and the 

frankincense of our adoration; and by giving 

a new direction to our lives. Just as the Magi 

chose another route to return to their homes, 

let us choose a better way of life, abstaining 

from proud, unjust, and impure thoughts, 

words, and actions; evil habits and selfish 

behaviour; and by becoming “stars” leading 

others to Jesus, as the star led the Magi to 

Jesus. Let us remove the darkness of the evil 

around us by radiating the light of Jesus’ 

love through selfless service, unconditional 

forgiveness, and compassionate care. 

                                       -- Fr. Tony Kadavil 

 

 MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR 

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP 

 
     SUNDAY COLLECTION 

   Jan.  4                       $ 5,728.00

  

                                        

 

 

 

                    WEEK OF PRAYER FOR  

           CHRISTIAN UNITY: January 18-25 

           2023 theme: "Do good; seek justice" 

(Isaiah 1:12-18) -- prepared by the Minnesota 

Council of Churches; more information in 

next week's newsletter. 

 

 

 

           UPCOMING IN THE PARISH 

Pastoral Council / Finances & Heritage 

Councils: meet jointly Thursday, January 19 

(6:30 p.m., hall) 

Confirmation Enrollment: Sunday, January 22 

(11:00 a.m. Mass) [registration deadline of 

January 15] 

 

 

 -- and to this end, all those who did participate in our listening sessions here, as well as anyone interested now in adding to the discussion, 

are invited to a follow-up meeting in the hall on Sunday, January 22 (2:00 p.m.).  The St. Vincent de Paul composite summary is available 

on the parish website, with a link to the diocesan website for its report, to those wishing to come to the follow-up and who would like to 

read them ahead of time. 

 

                    

                               SYNOD LISTENING SESSION 

The reports prepared by the various listening sessions held in our parish (now 

summarized), along with the diocesan report, are certainly worthy of revisiting 

file:///C:/Users/Valerie/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/1675/Attachments/flyers


 

                   DEFIBRILLATOR / FIRST AID 

Please be aware that a new defibrillator unit has been obtained 

for the church, thanks to the arrangements made by Joe Sitko and 

the training (still continuing) provided by Paul Tarsitano.  The 

unit itself has been placed on the wall next to the library space at 

the back of the church. On another note, first aid essentials are to 

be found in the meeting room behind the altar; they, too, are in a 

box mounted on the wall next to the sink. 

On another note, first aid essentials are to be found in the 

meeting room behind the altar; they, too, are in a box mounted on 

the wall next to the sink. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS 2022 / EPIPHANY 2023 IN THE CHURCH 

Despite the bone-chilling temperatures and icy winds on Christmas Eve / Day, even then a rather full  

                          church came together to celebrate the 5:30 Mass -- the other Masses were similar to one another in terms of 

worshippers present.  Having our parishioners gather this year, conditions notwithstanding, and our young people home for the 

holidays, not to overlook our many visitors either, was a "real plus" for this faith community.  It has been a joy to see everyone 

participating in Eucharist over the season thus far!  May the year 2023 see many more joining us and enhancing our worship life! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the light of Epiphany continue to shine in our parish and through the Church! 

 

 

 

                           VOLUNTEER VISITOR 

Are you interested in serving seniors as a volunteer visitor in the 

Spiritual Life Dept. at Pleasant Manor?  The Long-Term Care wing 

is not yet a venue for volunteers to return to service (due to Covid-

19), but they have the "green light" to serve within the Wellness 

Suites (assisted living) and Apartments (independent living).  

Many of the folks there would benefit significantly  

from a friendly visit with someone who will listen, encourage, and 

pray with them. 

Contact Stephen Mason (Volunteer Coordinator) to find out about 

available opportunities to serve and make a difference. 

(905/468-1111, x1009) or stephenm@radiantcare.net 

 

   MT. CARMEL SPIRITUAL CENTRE      All programs led by Anna Racine  (905/356-4113) or www.carmelniagara.com 

 

 

“Free to Be Me” (Jan. 20-22) ($350) What is preventing you from accepting yourself just as you are? We should embrace and enjoy the 

things that make us who we are! Many of us spend so much time trying to be someone else rather than being ourselves.  Rather than 

comparing our lives and experiences to others, we should embrace and enjoy the things that make us who we are! 

“Singing in the Rain: The Art of Positive Thinking” (Feb. 3-5) ($350) The storms of life are constant.  We all face adversity in our lives.  How 

to react to it will determine our joy and happiness. 

“Goodbye Stress: Hello Life” (Feb. 18) ($70)  We live in a fast-paced society with a seemingly endless list of demands.  Life naturally brings 

its share of challenges and stress.  The key is to move forward so that stress doesn’t impact other areas of your life. 

 

                            POPE EMERITUS BENEDICT XVI  

    Here is the text of the letter dated December 31 from our bishop 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 

We were all saddened to hear the news regarding the death of 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI.  Our diocese joins all of those 

around the world who mourn the loss of this good and faithful 

servant of God. 

 Pope Benedict has left us a theological and spiritual legacy that 

will continue to benefit the Church for many years to come.   

This is especially true in his personal witness to the primacy of 

Christ and to the beauty of the liturgy.  

In his preaching and writing, Pope Benedict focused often on the 

love of God.  He taught that in order to grow in holiness we need 

to deepen our relationship with Jesus who is Love Incarnate.  

Pope Benedict tried to live this reality in his own life in a most 

humble way. 

We pray that Our Lord and his Blessed Mother will welcome him 

into Paradise.  May Pope Benedict be granted the grace  

to gaze upon the God he loved for all eternity.   

Requiescat in pace et in amore. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Most Rev. Gerard Bergie, Bishop of St. Catharines 

 

Of course, the Christmas-Epiphany liturgies are months in the planning, and our dedicated parishioners made them enriching  

again this year!  The appreciation of the St. Vincent de Paul faith community goes out to its… 

-- music ministers (the choir under the direction of Margaret Molokach and Margaret Pillitteri; the children's choir organized by 

Michelle Cumiskey; the choir directed by Brian Carty – thanks to our instrumentalists and choristers, one and all); 

 -- readers (scheduled by Ann McKenzie), Communion ministers (scheduled by Creena O'Neill), ushers  

(organized by Matt Slak), servers Patrick and Monique Portelli; 

-- Catholic Women's League, for arranging for the "Giving Tree" and the disbursement of gifts brought in  

by our generous parishioners;  

-- Doug Mantegna, for the altar / ambo / tabernacle frontals; Patrick and Monique Portelli, for putting the crèche in place; Sharry 

Healey and Jennifer Pothier, for tidying up the church; Eileen Pillitteri and Caroline Martinelli and their Seaway Farms team, 

 for the floral display; Noel Sabandal, for the livestreaming of the liturgies "from the loft;" 

-- our parish staff (Valerie Cickello, Rebecca Golding, Catherine Kelly); Sunday collection counters; helpers Rita Van Noort  

and Irene Pentesco, for altar linens;  

-- Fr. Ron Wiecek, of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood. 

To you who sent cards and gave gifts, cookies and goodies, or wished myself and Fr. Ron well at Christmas and at the new year:  

                                                                             thanks ever so much!  

 



UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
EPIPHANY 2023 

 

 

Invitation: Today's feast reminds us that the Lord is a light to the nations 

 and that the love of God reaches to the ends of the earth.  And 

 so, let us call to mind those around the world who are in need. 
 

 response:  Lord, be our light! 
 

Intentions: For the Church worldwide to welcome the poor and the sick,  

 the stranger and the sinner -- as Jesus surely welcomes them, 

 we pray... 
 

  For the repose of the soul of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI: 

  may the Lord to receive him into his eternal paradise and  

  reward him for his humble service as St. Peter's successor, 

  we pray... 
 

  For the hearts of everyone covered by the clouds of ethnic and 

  racial hatred to rejoice at the dawn of peace and righteousness, 

we pray…   
 

For all people whose journey is difficult and whose spirits are weary, 

including migrants and refugees who have come to our 

land in search of a better life, to soon find a place to call home,  

we pray... 
 

 For educators to be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity  

 rather than competition and, above all, helping the young- 

 est and most vulnerable -- the Pope's intention of January, 

we pray…   
 

For academics, scientists, and all seekers of the truth to  

follow the star and so find Jesus, the Light of the world, 

 we pray… 
 



 For ourselves as we journey toward God to have the 

grace of being guided by the light of the Gospel and  

thereby reflect the Lord's presence in our daily lives, 

we pray... 
 

    For our beloved dead to know the everlasting light of heaven, 
     especially:  [9:00 Mass]  Mary Morgetano...                            [11:00 Mass]  Fr. Ray Montague...  

    [each Mass]  Joseph Leon / Bob Pressey / Jane O'Brien, mother of John O'Brien... 

    we pray... 

Conclusion:  We give you honour, O Lord, for you are the ruler of all creation 

 and the shepherd of every soul.  May our gratitude for the gifts 

 that you bestow upon us in this life be proclaimed to all nations. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 

 


