
 
In the parables of the unfinished 
tower and the king preparing for 
war, Jesus calls us to be as 
deliberate and conscientious 
about living our faith as we are 
about every facet of our lives.  
The “cross” God entrusts to us 
demands focus and care if we 
are to realize our cross’ potential 
to transform a Good Friday into 

Easter re-creation.  We can’t live 
the life of God by accident; faith that means anything must be lived 
with focused attention and thoughtful action.   

As the tower builder and the king preparing for war discover, our 
days are limited – too limited to squander on obsessing about things 
at the expense of our relationships with family and friends.  Jesus 
challenges us to live every moment of our lives as a time for 
preparation and “planning” for much greater and lasting things than 
this world of ours offers. 

Often, we refuse to “let go” of things that are making our lives so 
much less than we want them to be. The gifts of God can only be 
grasped with the open hands of humility and prayer; the grasping 
hands of materialism and self-centredness condemn us to a life of 
emptiness. 

We tend to think of the crosses we bear as disorders, complications, 
disappointments – even people – we are forced to endure.  But, in 
reality, God lays upon our shoulders crosses – talents, abilities, 
skills, gifts – that can be sources of hope, of joy, of discovery, of life, 
of resurrection — for ourselves and others. 

                 — Dr. Jay Cormier

Monday, September 5  [Labour Day]    
   

  8:30 a.m. Mass 		 	 † Ken & Joanne Book 
[St. Teresa of Kolkata (Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu), missionary, religious founder 
(Missionaries of Charity)] 

Tuesday, September 6 
   
  8:30 a.m. Mass   † Gary O’Brien  

Wednesday, September 7

  8:30 a.m. Mass   † Theresa Pothier 
[St. Cloud (Clodoald), abbot] 
[Bl. John Duckett, priest & Bl. Ralph Corbie, Jesuit priest, martyrs] 

 
Thursday, September 8  
Nativity of B.V. Mary (feast) 

  8:30 a.m. Mass + Holy Hour ♦ special dec. int. 
  of Adoration (to 10:00)   

Friday, September 9    
  8:30 a.m. Mass    ♦ int. of Patricia Book 
[St. Ciaran, abbot (of Clonmacnois)] 
[St. Peter (Pedro) Claver, Jesuit priest, “saint of slaves,” patron of Colombia] 
[St. Jacques Laval, bishop, “apostle of Mauritius”] 
[Bl. Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam, scholar, founder (Society of St. Vincent de Paul)] 

Saturday, September 10 
  8:30 a.m. Mass (in lieu of 1st Sat.) /  
  Sacramental Forgiveness (to 10:00) 
[St. Nicholas of Tolentino (Nicola die Guarutti), Augustinian friar, mystic] 
[205 Bl. Martyrs of Japan] 
  
  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.) † Ted Wickett

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 11 
  

  9:00 a.m. Mass   † Carmine Crocco 
11:00 a.m. Mass   ♦ people of the parish
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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 4, 2022 
BE FREE, AND UNDERSTAND THE LORD 
Wisdom enables us to discern what the Lord wills. (Wisdom) 
Onesimus: no longer a slave but a beloved brother. (Philemon) 
Give up all your possessions and become my disciple. (Luke)

CHILDREN'S LITURGY / YOUTH ALTAR 
SERVERS 
After too long of an absence, it is time to resume a 
Sunday Children's Liturgy program.  We are aiming 
for this to be "up and running" in September, but 
first we need a team of leaders (and helpers) who 
will take the initiative.  This is a vital part of any 
thriving parish, so let's not delay in moving forward!  
Give some thought to how you can assist and speak 
to Fr. Peter (or leave your name at the parish 
office).  

Likewise, it is important to have our youth altar 
servers taking the rightful place at Mass, assisting 
the priests where needed.  Having youth servers is 
good for the parish, for we have truly missed their 
significant presence for quite some time.  Hence, 
we will be looking ahead to receiving the names of 
children (grades 2 or 3 and up) by written note or 
through a formal sign-up sheet as September 
approaches. 

“HORIZONS OF HOPE: A Toolkit for Catholic Parishes on Palliative Care” 
5 consecutive Thursdays (Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27, Nov. 3) 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Catholic Centre, 3400 Merrittville Hwy., Thorold 
Register by Sept. 30 via 905/684-0154 or e-mail Terri, familyandyouth@saintcd.com 

Gathering together to share meaningful conversations to better understand palliative care so that our parishes 
and families become compassionate communities, rooted in the mercy and tenderness of the living Christ.

WORLD YOUTH DAY: July 26 - August 7, 2023 (Lisboa, Portugal)
“Mary rose and went with haste” (Luke 1:39)

Now more than ever, the Church needs young people to step up in their faith and allow the Holy Spirit to transform them and the world. The Church 
needs you! World Youth Day will be an experience you will never forget! Young people ages 16 to 35 are welcome to attend the St. Joseph (Grimsby) 
parish and diocesan group; $4250 package (contact Andrew Natale, andrewjnatale@gmail.com)



UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
TWENTY-THIRD ORDINARY  (C) 

 

 

 

Invitation: Inspired by God's saving word and knowing God's mercy,  

  let us gather our prayers and place them before the Father. 
 

    response:  Lord, hear our prayer! 
 

Intentions: For ourselves, who are the Church, to take up our crosses 

 courageously -- determined to follow in the way of Jesus, 

 we pray...  
 

 For those entrusted with leadership on this earth to be dili- 

 gent in their efforts to establish and preserve lasting peace, 

 we pray... 
 

 For those who bear the cross of physical illness or inner an- 

 guish, and for those whose earthly lives are nearing an end, 

 to know Jesus' love in the care of the Christian community,  

 we pray... 
 

 For people who are slaves of their money or pleasures to be  

 delivered from the chains of selfishness and led to freedom, 

 we pray... 
 

For school administrators, educators, parents, and all students  

soon to return to school: may pathways be created for leading  

our young people to live morally and spiritually healthy lives, 

we pray… 
 

 For all here present, who share as equals at the Lord's table,  

 to commit ourselves to social justice and Gospel simplicity, 

 we pray... 
 

 For those in our family and friends of ours who  



 have died to be gathered into the harvest of life, 
  especially:  [5:00 Mass]  Jill Wright...  [9:00 Mass]  Ana Slak...  [for every Mass]   

 we pray... 
 

Conclusion: You are our refuge through the ages, O wise and loving  

 God.  As we strive to take up the cross of your Son, and  

 look to you for help, hear your humble servants' prayer.   

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 


