
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

February 13..........................$3,375.00 

EFT ………………………….….$830.00 

E-transfers ……………….…….$580.00 
 

 

Monday, February 21 
  

8:30 a.m. Mass 
[St. Peter Damian (Pier Damiani), bishop,  

  doctor of the Church] 

 

 
 

♦ 

 

 
 

int. of Balwinder Chohan 

 

Tuesday, February 22 
 8:30 a.m. Mass 
[St. Margherita da Cortona, religious] 

 

 

 

† 

 
dec. family of Michael Marian 

 

Wednesday, February 23 
 8:30 a.m. Mass 
 

 
♦ 

 

 

 
special int., Charlotte & Stephanie 
 

 

Thursday, February 24 
 8:30 a.m. Mass 
[St. Pietro Palatino, martyr] 

[Bl. Josepha Naval Gerbes, Carmelite mystic] 

 
 

♦ 

 

 
 

 

special int. 

 

Friday, February 25  
 8:30 a.m. Mass  
[Bl. Sebastian de Aparicio y del Pardo, 

  lay Franciscan (“angel of Mexico”)] 

 

 
 

† 

 
 

 

Patrick Mackle 

 

Saturday, February 26 
 

5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.) 

  

 
 

† 

 

 
 

Ann Miles 

 

 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time,  
 

  9:00 a.m. Mass 

 11:00 a.m. Mass 

 

 

 

† 

♦ 

 

 

 

 

Maria Grebenc 

people of the parish  

 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 20, 2022 
 
BE MERCIFUL 
 

Spare your enemy. (1 Samuel) 

We will also bear the image of the one of heaven. (1 Corinthians) 

Be merciful, as God is to us. (Luke) 

 

 
In every relationship, in every set of 

circumstances, the faithful disciple of 

Jesus seeks to break the cycle of hatred 

and distrust by taking that often-

formidable first step to love, to seek 

reconciliation above all else. 

 

Seeing beyond hatreds and differences, 

borders and boundaries, flags and uni-

forms, languages and cultures, suspi-

cions and unsettled scores is the cutting 

edge of the Gospel.  The relationship 

we seek with God we must first seek 

with one another. 

 

                                 -- Dr. Jay Cormier 

 

February 27 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

FOR YOUR FAITHFUL 
STEWARDSHIP! 

 

73 Picton Street (PO Box 71) 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON 

Canada L0S 1J0 
(905/468-7272) 

svdpparishnotl.ca 
st.vincentdepaul@bellnet.ca 

 
Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe 
(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.) 

Church Office: Wed. & Thu. 
(9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.) 

[St. Polycarp of Smyrna, bishop, martyr] 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

FOR YOUR 

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! 

martyr of China]   

February 27 

 

 

BISHOP EMERITUS OF ST. CATHARINES  

JOHN O’MARA (Nov. 17, 1924 - Feb. 16, 2022) 
 

We pray for the eternal repose of the third bishop of the diocese (1994-2002), and we 

mourn his loss. Ordained priest in 1951, Fr. John O’Mara came to this parish of St. Vin-

cent de Paul for the summer of that same year, before he was assigned to graduate studies 

in Rome. Upon his return, he was named secretary to Cardinal James McGuigan, serving 

in that role from 1954 to 1969. In that capacity, he accompanied Cardinal McGuigan to the 

papal conclaves and the Second Vatican Council. Simultaneously, he was the pastor of St. 

Margaret Mary Parish in Woodbridge (1957-1969). In 1969 he assumed role of chancellor 

of the Archdiocese of Toronto and president / rector of St. Augustine’s Seminary. After a 

two-year assignment as pastor of St. Lawrence Parish in Toronto, he was named bishop of 

Thunder Bay, serving there from 1976 to 1994. Among the many pastoral initiatives while 

bishop of this diocese, many parishioners here and elsewhere will recall the several dioce-

san congresses held in the spring and fall. Upon his retirement, Bishop O’Mara resided at 

Holy Rosary Church, Thorold. May his soul rest in peace. 

 

[Ontario Family Day] 

CHAIR OF ST. PETER, apostle (feast) 

 

[+ special presentation] 

mailto:st.vincentdepaul@bellnet.ca


 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
                                                      

 

 

For our observances in Lent, including Ash Wednesday Masses 

and Stations of the Cross, all churches can be open to full 

capacity for the first time in two years. Ashes can be distrib-

uted according to the usual custom (placed on foreheads). 

Palms can be distributed. The Sacrament of Reconciliation can 

be celebrated according to usual practice. Hence, 

 

Mass will be celebrated on Ash Wednesday here at St. Vin-

cent de Paul Church at 8:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

 

Lent is a time for penance and repentance; for change of heart 

(away from attitudes that are not pleasing to God); and for 

prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. The weekdays of Lent are a 

time of penance for the Church around the world. Through for-

ty days of closer attention to God’s Word and of more fervent 

prayer, we are prepared to celebrate the Paschal Mystery. 

 
 

COUNTDOWN TO LENT 2022 

 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

Looking ahead to the parish’s 200th in 2026, we will need to em-

bark upon a number of restoration projects, but first we have to re-

constitute a “Finances and Heritage” Committee and develop a con-

crete plan of action. Prior to the next meeting, we ask parishioners 

interested in the financial health of the parish and the upkeep of its 

premises to consider putting their names forward. Next meeting: 

March 10 (6:30 p.m.) 

 

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY: A bereavement minister meets 

with a family to plan the funeral liturgy, possibly attend the 
prayer vigil and/or liturgy, and tidy/lock up thereafter. Training 
is provided. Please consider joining this valuable outreach. 

 

CHANGES TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 
 
 

Despite Ontario Government changes effective February 17, 2022, 

for religious services, rites and ceremonies, there is no change to 

capacity limits for churches in St. Catharines Diocese, at this time. 

 

Capacity for indoor weddings, funerals or religious services, rites, 

or ceremonies is limited to the number of people who can maintain 

two metres physical distance.  

 

For parish social / public events and gatherings, including Synod 

discussion group meetings, capacity has increased to 50 people in-

doors and 100 people outdoors.  

 

Contact tracing for church and parish offices/events is no longer 

required. 

 

Masks and physical distancing are still required for all church ser- 

vices and in office settings. 

 

Holy water fonts are to remain empty until a direction is issued al-

lowing for their use. 

 

Effective March 1, 2022 
 

Tentatively, provided public health and health system indicators 

continue to improve: 

- capacity limits in all indoor public settings, including 

churches, will be lifted; 
- proof of vaccination requirements for all settings, including 

churches, will be lifted. 
 

Masking requirements will remain for all public spaces, including 

churches and office settings.  

 

For those who are sick, have a compromised immune system or feel 

uncomfortable returning to church at this time, the dispensation for 

Sunday Mass remains.  

 
 

 

 

 

HONOURING MARGARET PILLITTERI 

 

Our beloved parishioner, Margaret Pillitteri, will be recognized 

for her forty years of service to this parish in the music ministry 

next Sunday, February 27 -- at the close of the 11:00 a.m. Mass. 

Music has always been a part of her life, even from her youth in 

Scotland. From the age of 12, she played the organ at her church, 

and went on to the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Arts in 

Glasgow, graduating with her diploma in Musical Education 

(and certification to teach). In 1969, Margaret decided to come 

to Canada to teach for a year -- it was then that she met her love, 

Vincent Pillitteri. They married in 1971 and she stayed in Cana-

da. Along came three children (Eileen, Joseph, Caroline) and 

then eleven grandchildren. For many years, Margaret volun-

teered at St. Michael Catholic School, teaching music to the 

children. She has played at countless Sunday Masses, weddings, 

and funerals at St. Vincent de Paul Church. Margaret’s faith has 

been the quiet strength of her life and music has been a precious 

part of her journey. We are grateful for her forty years of dedi-

cated commitment and community service! Blessed be you, O 

God, for composers, singers, and instrumentalists like her! 

 

 

 

SYNOD 2021 – 2023: Journeying Together 

 
 
The people of the diocese are respond-

ing enthusiastically to the invitation to 

be part of the synodal journey. Nearly 

150 individuals, parishioners and cler-

gy, have been trained to facilitate small 

group listening sessions across the dio-  

  
cese. In-person and virtual listening sessions are being arranged through 

parishes at various times to accommodate all those interested in participat-
ing. Please contact the parish (st.vincentdepaul@bellnet.ca) or e-mail the 

Diocesan Synod Organizing Committee (synod2021@saintcd.com) to join a 

listening session. 

 

 

WANTED: OLD PALMS 

              The church needs ashes! This month, you are asked  

      to bring in the old palms from home so that the ashes for  

    Ash Wednesday (March 2) can be prepared.  A basket for 

   these will be placed inside the church, close to the doors.  

           The deadline to receive these is February 27.  
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