
SYNOD 2021 - 2023: Journeying Together 
In 2015, the Diocese of St. Catharines embarked on a discernment  
process to determine priorities and to develop a five-year plan for  
the diocese. Based on the results of the discernment process, our  
diocesan synod was to begin in the fall of 2020, but had to be  
cancelled due to COVID-19 pandemic. A lot of time, energy, and resources went into 
these diocesan projects, and all of it remains valued and useful. The information from 
the discernment process and the work done to prepare for the diocesan synod will be 
combined with the results of the diocesan phase of the Synod on Synodality so that 
under the leadership of Bishop Bergie we build plans for the future of our diocese.
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Monday, March 14 
  8:30 a.m. Mass   †   Jack Harmer 
!
Tuesday, March 15    

  8:30 a.m. Mass   ♦   int. of Katharine Naurin & family  
[St. Louise de Marillac, religious founder] 
[St. Clement (Klemens) Maria Hofbauer, Redemptorist priest, “apostle of Vienna”] 
!
Wednesday, March 16  

  8:30 a.m. Mass   ♦   int. of Charlotte & Stephanie 
!  
Thursday, March 17 
  8:30 a.m. Mass   †   Guglielma Albanese 
[St. Patrick, bishop, missionary, principal patron of Ireland]
!
Friday, March 18 

  8:30 a.m. Mass   †   Philip Tregunno 
  6:30 p.m. Stations / Mass  ♦   people of the parish 
[St. Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop, doctor of the Church] 
!
Saturday, March 19  ST. JOSEPH, spouse of Holy Mary, 
 foster father of Jesus, universal patron 
 of the Church, principal patron of Canada     
 (solemnity) 
  8:30 a.m. Mass 

  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.) ♦   people of the parish
!
3rd Sunday of Lent, March 20 

  9:00 a.m. Mass   †   Helen & Joe Dunn 
11:00 a.m. Mass   †   Carmine Micieli

Second Sunday of Lent 
March 13, 2022

OUR TRANSFIGURED BODIES 
Abraham’s faith and the covenant. (Genesis) 
Our transfigured bodies. (Philippians) 
Transfiguration of Christ. (Luke)

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 
FOR YOUR 

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP!

MYSTERY OF FAITH 
From Ash Wednesday through to mid-June (or 
until Ordinary Time resumes), the acclamation 
during the Eucharistic Prayer is the third one: 

Save us, Saviour of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection 

you have set us free.

[9th anniversary of the election of Pope Francis]

Sunday Collection (Mar. 6)          $2,835.00

The season of Lent calls us to transfiguration: 
to transform the coldness, sadness, and despair 
around us through the compassion and love of 
Christ Jesus. 

The transfiguration of Jesus is a turning point in 
the Gospel: the beginning of a new exodus, 
Jesus’ difficult “Passover” from crucifixion to 
resurrection.  As his disciples, we, too, are 
called to experience the Passover and exodus of 
Jesus – an exodus from the impermanence of 
this world and our own sinfulness to the reign 
of God, a “passing over” from this life to the 
life of God. 

That same touch of divinity that the three 
disciples see in Jesus exists within each one of 
us, as well:  God is present within us, animating 
us to do good and holy things; guiding our 
steps as we try to walk justly and humbly in the 
ways of God; enlightening our vision with 
wisdom and selflessness to bring the justice and 
mercy of God into our world.  

“God places us in the world as God’s fellow 
workers – agents of transfiguration.  We work 
with God so that injustice is transfigured into 
justice, so that there will be more laughter and 
joy, so that there will be more togetherness in 
God’s world.”  (Archbishop Desmond Tutu) 

   — Dr. Jay Cormier



Lent Seasonal Reconciliation 
“Four Hours of Mercy and Peace” (across the diocese) 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 2 
(additional times to be added, and in Holy Week) 

Way of the Cross / Stations 
Fridays, March 18, 25, April 1, 8 (6:30 p.m.) (Mass following)

St. Vincent de Paul Parish welcomes 
you to the celebration of Lent 2022!

MADAGASCAR: 
an ecological village to cope with climate change 

Development and Peace’s People and 
Planet First campaign celebrates what 
solidarity can achieve, even against 
seemingly impossible odds. 

I n M a d a g a s c a r , f o r i n s t a n c e , 
Development and Peace’s partner, the 
D e v e l o p m e n t C o u n c i l o f 
Andohatapenaka (CDA), empowers 
people to manage and transform their 
neighbourhoods. 

In the capital region, which is afflicted 
by flooding and poor waste management, CDA has helped the 
residents of one vulnerable area to turn their environs into a 
thriving ecological village. Today, each of the 50 households 
involved in the project has a vegetable garden, a stove, and solar 
panels. This transformation reflects a true ecological conversion. 
Watch the video at devp.org/lent/act.

LIVESTREAMING 
Livestreaming of liturgies from our parish church via YouTube is now 
available. Please visit www.svdpparishnotl.ca/live-Mass to check for the live 
Mass schedule and to watch it live from your computer, tablet or mobile 
device. Livestreamed Masses are immediately available for replay at our 
parish’s YouTube channel for up to 15 day (this link to our YouTube channels 
is also available from our website). At this time, Sunday Masses are streamed 
live; do watch out for announcements on additional live Mass schedules. 

We are looking for volunteers to operate our live-streaming equipment for 
various Mass times. It is simple to use and training will be provided. If you are 
interested, please e-mail svdplive@outlook.com 

No broadcast of Holy Mass is comparable to personal participation or can it 
replace that. In fact, broadcasts alone risk distancing us from a personal and 
intimate encounter with the God who gave himself to us not in a virtual way 
but in reality. This physical contact with the Lord is indispensable; it’s 
irreplaceable. So it’s necessary that we all resume our place in the assembly, 
that we all rediscover the beauty of the Eucharist and how precious it is. 
“Welcome home to the Mass!” (Bishop Bergie’s Lent theme).

FINANCES & HERITAGE COMMITTEE 

Looking ahead to the parish’s 200th in 2026, we will need to 
embark upon a number of restoration projects, but first we have to 
reconstitute a “Finances and Heritage” Committee and develop a 
concrete plan of action. We are asking parishioners who are 
interested in the financial health of the parish and the physical 
upkeep of the premises to consider putting their names forward. 
First meeting: April 7 (6:30 p.m.)

40 Days for Life 
Niagara 2022 

… will be running in Niagara 
from March 2 to April 10. 
For new sign pick-up and 

parking locations, see poster 
in the church entrance.

If any parishioner wishes to make a financial contribution, they can do so 
through the parish. Cheques should be made payable to the parish, clearly 
marked “Ukraine Relief” and funds collected can then be forwarded to the 
Chancery Office — all monetary donations will be sent from there to the 
Canadian Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA). Donations can also 
be made through the CNEWA website. Our secretary (Lori) has prepared 
labels for your envelope and these will be made available in the library 
near the church entrance. On another note, St. John the Theologian 
Ukrainian Catholic Church (91 Lakeshore Rd., St. Catharines) is also 
collecting essential supplies to send to Ukraine; a list of items most 
requested can be found on their website along with item drop-off 
information (https://www.stjohnnuc.com)

God of infinite mercy and goodness, we pray to you today for peace; we 
pray to you for the people of Ukraine who are experiencing death and 
destruction. 

Protect all families who have been displaced and separated from each 
other as they have sought safety. Comfort those who fear for their lives and 
the lives of their loved ones. Change the hearts of those set on violence and 
aggression, and fill earthly leaders with great wisdom to find paths to 
peace. May your peace reign, now and always. Amen.

UPCOMING C.W.L. MEETING: 
Tuesday, March 15 (7:00 p.m.)

“RESPECT LIFE” MASS: Friday, March 25 (7:00 p.m., Cathedral 
of St. Catherine of Alexandria) — a powerful prayer we offer each 
year as a diocesan family.

FIRST RECONCILIATION (for children in gr. 2): 
Thursday, March 31 (6:30 p.m., in the church) 
A reminder to prospective candidates for first Communion (May 
15) and Confirmation (May 10) that all registration forms, 
baptismal certificates, and activity fees should be turned in to the 
parish by now. Failure to do so may result in postponement until a 
future date.

SEPARATED & DIVORCED HEALING MINISTRY 
This support group meets every second and fourth Monday of the month 
(except holidays) at Mt. Carmel Spiritual Centre, Niagara Falls (7:00-9:00 
p.m.). Pre-registration is required; meetings will be held both in person or 
virtually via Zoom. For registration, call (905/356-4113) or 
(905/684-0154), or e-mail separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com. 
Monday, March 14: What is Forgiveness?

The ultimate test of the Christian life is whether we keep going — when 
the chips are down, do we quit or do we keep moving? There are times in 
your life when Christ will lead you along a path where you don’t feel him. 
You’ll actually think he has deserted you and you will really experience, 
in some degree, what he experienced when he cried out to his Father, 
“why have you abandoned me?” You will feel the same agony and you’ll 
think that all is lost, only to discover when you turn the corner that it was 
a very important part of your life.      — Fr. Vincent Dwyer
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