
 

 

April 2022. 
 

Dear Parents / Guardians and Candidates for Confirmation: 
 

 Happy Easter, everyone!  We are getting ever closer to the celebration of the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, which looms on the horizon (Tuesday, May 10)!  Already I have had the pleasure of 

sitting down with our candidates for the sacrament in "groups of seven" (one more to come), and 

have shared with them about Baptism, Confirmation, and (this week) Eucharist -- while making use 

of my photos from recent Holy Land pilgrimages to illustrate certain Gospel passages and the 

mysteries of the Rosary.   
 

 As well, I have to inform you that, because of the need to firm up the list of candidates, after 

May 1 no new names or registration forms will be accepted for this year (though this does not pre-

clude someone from celebrating at a time in the future).  Therefore, please ensure that you have 

the documentation handed in to the parish office by that date (with a copy of the baptism 

certificate and $15 activity fee attached). 
 

 On March 1, the Diocese of St. Catharines granted permission to parishes to celebrate Con-

firmation within Mass; hence, that will be the manner of celebrating here at St. Vincent de Paul.  At 

this point, it is still diocesan policy that those who attend must wear face masks (subject to change).  

There will be a rehearsal for Confirmation before the event -- likely early Monday afternoon.  On 

the actual day, candidates will be asked to meet in the church hall, with their sponsors, no later than 

6:30 p.m.  There they will find the gowns rented for the occasion (the rental being covered by the 

activity fee), for wearing on church grounds only.  There will photo and video opportunities with the 

Bishop and yours truly, if you so wish, after the Mass, but not during -- please and thanks!  
 

 Most importantly, once more you have the possibility of having your own sponsor (vis-à-vis 

the parish priest, as in the past two years).  The sponsor is to accompany the candidate into the 

church from the hall and will be seated next to him/her.  During the ritual, the sponsor places 

his/her right hand on the candidate's right shoulder at the appropriate time.  The sponsor form is 

attached to this letter (due May 2); note well the guidelines for choosing a sponsor.   
 

 Lastly, for the celebration itself, at least three among those to be confirmed will be serving as 

ministers of God's word (readers) and another four will act as gift bearers.  There is the option of 

having one of the newly-confirmed express thanks to Bishop Bergie on behalf of the whole group.   
 

 We are indeed proud of you, candidate for the sacrament!  There is a place in the Church for 

you!  You are part of our St. Vincent de Paul parish family!  Here in Niagara-on-the-Lake, together 

we are making the Body of Christ happen today! 
 

All joy be yours, in the Lord, 
 

 

Fr. Peter T. Rowe 
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January 2022. 
 

Dear Parents / Guardians and Candidates for Confirmation: 
 

 It being a new year, and my being new here at St. Vincent de Paul Parish, I am excited about 

the prospects of meeting you, whether you are connected to St. Michael Catholic School or another 

school in the vicinity!   
 

 This parish is about to begin the preparation program for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  It 

is customary for young people to be prepared to celebrate this sacrament during the grade 8 

school year.  Be mindful, though, that eligibility to receive the sacrament is not based solely upon 

grade or age.  The first criterion is one's openness to, and readiness for, the sacrament -- that is to 

say, it is a free decision, a deliberate and responsible choice, not something routine to go through.  
 

 A word to you, parent(s): consider the importance of Confirmation in a young Catholic's life.  

Despite the very real challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, nonetheless I invite you also to 

keep in mind the importance of participating in Sunday Eucharist (Mass) -- in person, preferably.   
 

 The preparation process for Confirmation is a shared responsibility of parents, pastors, and 

teachers; however, it is the responsibility of the parish to guide and facilitate the immediate prepa-

ration leading to the day of celebration, which is May 10, 2022.  This preparation will formally 

commence with an orientation video presentation, which can be accessed through the St. Vincent 

de Paul website -- a link will be made available to you around mid-January on our home page 

[www.svdpparishnotl.ca].  In order for your son or daughter to best enter into the preparation, it is 

essential for them to watch this short video (along with yourselves as parents). 
 

 To enroll, a registration form will be available for you to download from the website.  Note: 

this form is only from the parish and not from the school.  It may be returned as a PDF or JPG at-

tachment, or else it can be placed inside the church office door.  As well, a copy of the candidate's 

baptism certificate will need to be obtained and attached to the form.  Lastly, a modest registration 

fee of $15 is payable via "School Cash" online.  The deadline to have all the information completed 

and submitted is February 14. 
 

 The whole adventure of being a Catholic Christian is a celebration, and the Sacrament of 

Confirmation is part of that greater celebration of life and love.  Here is a message for everyone: 

now is the time to get motivated!  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to e-mail us 

[st.vincentdepaul@bellnet.ca].  I look forward to seeing you at some point, but that will depend 

upon the nature of this virus!  It will be a pleasure to work with you parents, our young people, and 

the teachers in a time of spiritual growth! 
 

All joy be yours, in the Lord, 
 

 

Fr. Peter T. Rowe 



 

 

 

 


