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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 23, 2022      [Sunday of the Word of God]

THE WORD OF GOD PROCLAIMED 
TO ALL PEOPLES 
Listening to the word of God. (Nehemiah) 
The body and the members.  (1 Corinthians) 
He has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. (Luke)

Today we hear in the opening words of 
Luke’s Gospel his reason for compiling his 
Gospel.  He writes for Theophilus “so that 
you may know the truth concerning the 
th ings about which you have been 
instructed.” This story of Jesus who comes to 
“bring good news to the poor…to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favour should make a 
profound difference in the lives of all who 
hear it.  In his humanity, Jesus reveals a 
God who is approachable and present to us 
in all that is good and right and loving 
around us. 

While Israel longed for a Messiah who would 
lead them to victory and vindication, Jesus 
the Messiah comes with a much different 
message of humil i ty, reconci l iat ion, 
compassion, and forgiveness.  The “good 
news” of the Gospel calls to become rather 
than to shun, to lift up rather than condemn, 
to seek the humble of way servanthood 
rather than the satisfaction of self-
righteousness. 

Isaiah’s vision read by Jesus in today’s 
Gospel includes us: We make Isaiah’s vision 
a reality in our own Nazareths in every act of 
hope we make happen, in every kindness 
prompted by God’s grace.  As witnesses of 
Christ’s resurrection, as baptized disciples of 
his Church, we inherit the Spirit’s call to 
“bring good news” and “proclaim the Lord’s 
favour” to the poor, the imprisoned, the 
blind, the oppressed, and the helpless.   

 — Dr. Jay Cormier

Monday, January 24  St. Francis (François) de Sales, bishop, 
    religious founder, doctor of the Church 
  8:30 a.m. Mass   †   Richard Kearney
!
Tuesday, January 25  CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL, apostle (feast) 

  8:30 a.m. Mass   ♦   int. of Fr. Edgar Polotan & family 
[St. Ananias, martyr, “evangelizer of Damascus”] 
!
Wednesday, January 26 St. Timothy and St. Titus, bishops, 
    companions of St. Paul 
  8:30 a.m. Mass   ♦   int. of Fr. Robert Chisholm 
[St. Paula of Rome, widow] 
!
Thursday, January 27 

  8:30 a.m. Mass   †   Bud Wright 
[St. Angela Merici, virgin, religious founder (Ursulines), educator] 
[St. Enrique de Osso y Cervello, priest, religious founder] 
!  
Friday, January 28  St. Thomas Aquinas (Tommaso d’Aquino), 
    Dominican priest, philosopher / theologian, 
    doctor of the Church (“Angelic Doctor”) 
  8:30 a.m. Mass   †   John & Mary Nur 
[St. Peter (Pedro) Nolasco, religious founder (Mercedarians)] 
[St. Joseph (Josef) Freinademetz, priest, first Divine Word missionary to China] 
!
Saturday, January 29 

  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.) †   Ann Miles 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 30 
  9:00 a.m. Mass   ♦   people of the parish 
11:00 a.m. Mass   †   Mark Hoagland

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 
FOR YOUR 

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! 

January 9  $1,442.00 
January EFTs     $680.00 
January 1-19 e-transfers    $540.00

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD (January 23)
The Sunday of the Word of God, instituted by Pope Francis and held every year on the 
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, reminds us, pastors and faithful alike, of the importance 
and value of Sacred Scripture for the Christian life, as well as the relationship between the 
word of God and the liturgy: “As Christians, we are one people, making our pilgrim way 
through history, sustained by the Lord, present in our midst, who speaks to us and 
nourishes us. A day devoted to the Bible should not be seen as a yearly event but rather a 
year-long event, for we urgently need to grow in our knowledge and love of the Scriptures 
and of the Risen Lord, who continues to speak his word and to break bread in the 
community of believers. For this reason, we need to develop a closer relationship with 
Sacred Scripture; otherwise, our hearts will remain cold and our eyes shut, inflicted as we 
are by so many forms of blindness” (Apostolic Letter Aperuit Illis, n.8).  All the Christian 
faithful are urged to learn by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures the “excellent 
knowledge of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:8). “For ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance 
of Christ” (St. Jerome) (Vatican II Constitution Dei Verbum, n. 25).



SYNODAL PROCESS

Listening is so much more than hearing words, sounds or voices.  Real 
listening is done with the heart when we choose to see one another as we 
truly are -- as brothers and sisters made in God's image. 

Pope Francis is saying to us that we can only become the unified Church 
we are called to be by being together with mutual respect and genuine 
affection for one another, and through a profound openness to God's Holy 
Spirit.  We must enter into this synodal process together in communion 
with each other. 

Divisions must not separate us, but instead every member of the Church 
must feel and know of the heartfelt invitation to engage in this process.  
We should be inspired to speak honestly with one another.  This includes 
listening sincerely to voices that challenge or confuse us.  We must not be 
afraid to hear the voices of those who feel distant from the Church or 
those voices that are frustrated or scandalized by our past failures and 
sins.  This synodal process is not fashioning a new Church or proclaiming 
new doctrine, but rather through this synodal process, we are asking the 
Holy Spirit to guide us into a new future that he governs and offers to 
each of us.  (Cardinal Wilton Gregory) 

We stand before you, Holy Spirit:
make yourself at home in our hearts.
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
Let us find in you our unity
so that we may journey together
to eternal life,
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.
This we ask of you, who are at work
in every place and time, 
in the communion of the Father
and the Son, for ever and ever.  Amen.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
The Church calls us to celebrate the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
between January 18 and 25.  The themes and materials for this year's worldwide 
prayer were prepared by the Middle East Council of Churches. The key verse is: 
"We saw the star in the East, and we came to worship him" (Matthew 2:2). More 
than ever, in these difficult times, we need a light that shines in the darkness and 
that light, Christians proclaim, has been manifested in Jesus Christ. 

Among the resources available is a very thoughtful eight-day Bible study guide. 
The resource can be for individual use or for small study groups; it is available at 
wpcu2022.ca or by e-mailing mprindiville@golden.net. The eight daily themes 
are: 

day 1: "we observed his star in the East" - - raise us up and   
   draw us to your perfect light 
day 2: "where is the child who has been born king of the   
   Jews?" - - humble leadership breaks down walls and builds  
   up with love 
day 3: "when king Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all     
   Jerusalem with him" - - the presence of Christ, turning the  
   world upside down 
day 4: "and you, Bethlehem...are by no means least" -- though small  
   and suffering, we lack nothing 
day 5: "ahead of them went the star that they had seen at its rising" -  
  - - guided by the one Lord 
day 6: "they saw the child with Mary, his mother, and they knelt down 
   and paid him homage" - - gathered in worship around the   
   One Lord 
day 7: "then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of  
   gold, frankincense, and myrrh" - - the gifts of communion 
day 8: "they left for their own country by another road” - - beyond  
   the familiar routes of separation to God's new paths

JOURNEY OF FAITH 2022 

Fr. Peter Rowe and Ineke Brinkman invite you to be our travelling 
companions on the journey to Switzerland, Austria, and Germany 
August 31 - September 7, 2022! Included in the itinerary are stops in 
Basel, Schaffhausen, Konstanz, Sankt Gallen, Bergen, Lindau, Fussen 
(Neuschwanstein castle) — and the highlight, the Passion Play in 
Oberammergau (an every ten-year event, postponed from 2020). 
Package price, with flights (Air Canada, Lufthansa), is $5375 per 
person, based on double occupancy ($700 single supplement). To 
reserve, call Ineke at (905/684-0888, x1415) or e-mail 
ineke.brinkman@visiontravel.ca

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 

Join the Reel Justice Film Festival, a partnership between the 
Dioceses of St. Catharines and Hamilton with Development and 
Peace, for their first film of 2022: “There’s Something in the 
Water” — an eye-opening documentary about environmental 
racism in Canada. The free screening January 27 at 7:00 p.m. 
will be followed by a discussion with Dr. Ingrid Waldron, 
McMaster University professor, co-producer of the film and 
author of the eponymous book on which it is based. Register here: 
https://reeljusticefilmfestival.wordpress.com/register/

SEPARATED & DIVORCED HEALING MINISTRY 
This support group meets every second and fourth Monday of the 
month (except holidays) at Mt. Carmel Spiritual Centre, Niagara 
Falls (7:00-9:00 p.m.). Pre-registration is required; meetings will be 
held both in person (with protocols in place, as in proof of 
vaccination, face covering, hand sanitizing, physical distancing) or 
virtually via Zoom. For registration, call (905/356-4113) or 
(905/684-0154), or e-mail separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com 
Monday, January 24: “Overcoming Loneliness”

ALTAR CANDLES
According to the Roman Missal, “on or next to the altar are to be 
placed candlesticks with lighted candles: at least two in any celebration, 
or even four or six, especially for a Sunday Mass or a Holyday of 
Obligation…Likewise, on the altar or close to it, there is to be a cross 
adorned with a figure of Christ crucified…On the altar itself may be 
placed a “Book of Gospels” distinct from the book of other readings, 
unless it is carried in the Entrance Procession” (no. 117). We are getting 
an estimate from our usual liturgical supplier for six such candlesticks 
which will replace the two candlesticks presently on the altar. Nylon 
shells (for the oil cans to be inserted) will be a separate cost. Only 
candles of a decent stature flanking the altar will look presentable. If 
there is anyone who would like to assist with these purchases, do 
inform the parish office; all donors will be acknowledged. This is pending 
approval from the bishop to proceed.

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
next meeting: Feb. 3 (6:30 p.m.) 

This is the forum where those ministries or services are brought 
forth that are needed for the growth of a living parish community. It 
is not an amalgam of organizations, but it is representative of 
parishioners. We meet twice in the autumn and three times in the 
spring.  We are pleased that the following have stepped forward to 
serve (a formal installation is yet to come): 

Phil Brunt  Patrick Portelli  
Brian Carty  Jennifer Pothier 
Michelle Cumiskey Joseph Sitko 
Paul Dunphy  Cathy van der Zalm 
David Galvin  Nancy van der Zalm 
Loretta Lavoie  (youth member to come)


