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Concluding the “Sermon on the Plain,” 
Jesus utilizes a style of preaching called 
charaz – “string beads.”  

Luke has edited several of Jesus’ sayings 
into three “beads”:  

1 “A blind person guiding a blind person”: 
Becoming a disciple is a “constant process 
of conversion. The disciple never 
“surpasses” his/her instruction; the disciple 
is never “better” or superior to those he/she 
brings to God.”  

2 “The wooden beam from your eye”: Jesus 
calls his disciples not to judge or condemn, 
but to centre one’s following of Jesus in 
s e e k i n g p e r s o n a l c o n v e r s i o n a n d 
reconciliation with others.  

3. “Every tree is known by its own fruit”: We 
cannot speak meaningfully of God with our 
lips unless God is present in our hearts. It is 
the joy and humility of our lives that affirm 
the power of the Gospel, not prayer 
formulas we utter or dogmas we articulate. 

 — Dr. Jay Cormier

Monday, February 28 
  8:30 a.m. Mass    †   Adelina Micieli 
[Bl. Daniel Brottier, priest, 
“protector of orphans”] 
!
Tuesday, March 1   [Shrove Tuesday] 

  8:30 a.m. Mass    †   dec. family of Edward Marian 
[St. David, bishop, patron of Wales] 
!
Ash Wednesday, March 2  
[this is an obligatory day for all to abstain from meat; 
 it is also an obligatory day of fast for any not yet 60] 

  8:30 a.m. Mass    †   Fr. Russell Wright 
  6:30 p.m. Mass    †   June Walker 
!
Thursday, March 3 

  8:30 a.m. Mass + Holy Hour of Adoration (to 10:00) 
[St. Katharine Drexel, religious founder,  †   Jane Wright 
  missionary, educator] 
!  
Friday, March 4   [World Day of Prayer] [first Friday] 
  8:30 a.m. Mass    †   dec. family of Peter Marian 
  6:30 p.m. Stations 
  7:00 p.m. Mass     ♦   people of the parish 
[Bl. Placide Viel, religious] 
[St. Casimir, prince, patron of Poland and Lithuania] 
!
Saturday, March 5    [first Saturday] 

  8:30 a.m. Mass + Sacrament of Reconciliation (to 10:00) 
     ♦   living & dec. of Wagner & Surgent  
            families 
  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)  †   Jill Wright 
[St. Giovan Giuseppe della Croce (Carlo 
 Gaetano Calosirto), Franciscan religious] 
[St. Kieran, bishop, “firstborn of the saints of Ireland”] 
"
1st Sunday of Lent, March 6 
  9:00 a.m. Mass + Pastoral Council  ♦   people of the parish 
    Commissioning 
11:00 a.m. Mass    †   Ed Kocsis

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 27, 2022

THE WORD AND THE HEART 
The word and the heart. (Sirach) 
God gives us the victory through Christ. (1 Corinthians) 
The true disciple. (Luke)

Sunday Collection (Feb. 20)          $2,180.00

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 
FOR YOUR 

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP!

POPE’S MARCH INTENTION 
For a Christian response to bioethical challenges - we pray for Christians facing new 
biological challenges; may they continue to defend the dignity of all human life with 
prayer and action.



Eucharistic Celebrations 

Lord’s Day - Saturdays 5:00 p.m. / Sundays 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
Weekdays - Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
     8:30 a.m. 
Fridays 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. (following the Stations) 
First Saturdays 8:30 a.m. March 5 & April 2 

Holy Hour of Adoration 

Thursdays, March 3 & April 7 
(following 8:30 a.m. Mass until 9:50 am Benediction) 

Lent Seasonal Reconciliation 

9:00-10:00 a.m. first Saturday, March 5 
(additional times to be added and in Holy Week) + 
“Four Hours of Mercy and Peace” (across the diocese) 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 2 

Way of the Cross / Stations 

Fridays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8 (6:30 p.m.) 
(Mass following) 

Development and Peace 
“Solidarity”Symbols (displayed each Sunday) 
“Solidarity” Sunday, April 2-3 (“Share Lent”) 

Other good practices for Lent include: family Rosary, “prayer 
jar” (containing written intentions or names of people to pray 
for), spiritual reading (Scripture, daily Mass readings, selection 
from the saints or other spiritual writers), mealtime blessings, 
special faith events (e.g., Synod listening sessions). 

Parents and grandparents: keep some holy water at home and 
bless the children with it, saying, “May the Lord bless you and 
keep you and guide all that you may do today . May all your 
words and deeds be for the glory of God.”

This Lent, let’s put people and planet first! 
This year, Development and Peace - 
Caritas Canada’s People and Planet First 
campaign calls you to support our sisters 
and brothers in the Global South in 
defending their rights and the planet. Do 
this by: 
1. Donating online at devp.org/give or 
during the April 3, the Fifth Sunday of 
Lent. Your generosity helps support over 
85 projects in 27 countries around the 
world! 
2. Learning more by reading the “mini-

magazine” and other resources available at devp.org/lent/
resources. 
3. Signing the petition for strong laws to control Canadian 
corporation’s behaviour abroad at devp.org/act. 
For more info, contact Jennifer Pothier (905/468-5444) or 
JenPothier@yahoo.co.uk. 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish welcomes 
you to the celebration of Lent 2022!

SYNOD 2021 - 2023: Journeying Together 
The active phase of our local participation in the 
Synod is underway with small group listening 
sessions organized in every parish, focusing on 
the fundamental question: “A synodal Church, 
in announcing the Gospel, ‘journeys together.’ 
How is this ‘journeying together’ happening 
today in your local church? What steps does the 
Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our 
‘journeying together?’” See the attachment to this newsletter for the 
specifics about registering.

!

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Looking ahead to the parish’s 200th in 2026, we will need to embark 
upon a number of restoration projects, but first we have to 
reconstitute a “Finances and Heritage” Committee and develop a 
concrete plan of action. Prior to the next meeting, we ask parishioners 
interested in the financial health of the parish and the upkeep of its 
premises to consider putting their names forward. Next meeting: 
March 10 (6:30 p.m.)

NIAGARA FOUNDATION for CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
ANNUAL BENEFIT GALA 
This event, supporting students in need and providing scholarships, 
will take place Friday, May 20 (6:00 p.m.) at Club Roma, St. 
Catharines. Payment for tickets ($100/person) must be received by 
May 11. For further info, call (905/735-0240 x 214) or e-mail 
foundationgala/nfce.org

40 Days for Life 
Niagara 2022 

… will be running in Niagara 
from March 2 to April 10. 

For more info, 
visit the events page  

(chooselife.ca)

STATUE DAMAGE 
This past Wednesday, Massgoers came to church to learn 
firsthand of serious damage caused to the statue of St. Anthony of 
Padua. Apparently the wooden pedestal gave way after the wood 
split. Sadly, most of the damage happened to the head portions 
(of the saint as well as Jesus). The plaster pieces were recovered, 
but any and all advice regarding possible restoration would be 
greatly appreciated!

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY: A bereavement minister 
meets with a family to plan the funeral liturgy, possibly 
attend the prayer vigil and/or liturgy, and tidy/lock up 
thereafter. Training is provided. Please consider joining this 
valuable outreach (we’d like two or three more). 

SEPARATED & DIVORCED HEALING MINISTRY 
This support group meets every second and fourth Monday of the 
month (except holidays) at Mt. Carmel Spiritual Centre, Niagara Falls 
(7:00-9:00 p.m.). Pre-registration is required; meetings will be held both 
in person (with protocols in place, as in proof of vaccination, face 
covering, hand sanitizing, physical distancing) or virtually via Zoom. For 
registration, call (905/356-4113) or (905/684-0154) , or e-mail 
separated and divorced@ saintcd.com 
Monday, February 28: “Facing Fear”


