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73 Picton Street (PO Box 71)  

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON  

Canada L0S 1J0  
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Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe  

(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.)  

Church Office: Mon. Thu., Fri. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Tue. 9 a.m. – noon, Wed.  noon – 3 p.m. 
 

VIGILANT WAITING FOR THE LORD  

All the nations shall stream to the Lord's house.  (Isaiah) 

The night is far gone, the day is near.  (Romans) 

Keep awake!  Be ready!  (Matthew) 

 
Monday, November 28                       

 

8:30 a.m. Mass                †  Mary Kubiak 

[St. Catherine Labouré, religious] 

 
Tuesday, November 29 
 

8:30 a.m. Mass                    † Roy Walker 

[St. Francesco Fasani, Franciscan religious] 

 
Wednesday, November 30 

ST. ANDREW, apostle (feast) 

 
no Mass                    

 

     

Thursday, December 1 

no Mass [Adoration: Dec. 8]                   

[St. Charles de Foucauld, priest, hermit, founder (Little Bros. of Jesus)] 

[Bl. John Garbella of Vercelli, Dominican priest, founder (Holy Name Society)] 

 
Friday,  December 2   

8:30 a.m. Mass                † Sean David Kirlin / Arlene Marian 

 
Saturday, December 3  

St. Francis Xavier (Francisco de Jasso Azpilicueta / de Javier),  

priest, Jesuit religious, missionary ("apostle to the Indies")  

8:30 a.m. Mass + Sacramental Forgiveness (to 10:00) 

    † Charles McMillan 

5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)                † Albin Klaric 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent, December 4 

       

  9:00 a.m. Mass                 people of the parish 

11:00 a.m. Mass                              † Peter Penkarski 

    † Jasinto Arruda 

 

 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR 

YOUR FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP 

      SUNDAY COLLECTION 

     Nov. 20                   $2,000.00               

 

 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention 

             for December 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations 

committed to human development may find 

people dedicated to the common good and 

ceaselessly seek out new paths to international 

cooperation, 

Note well: Due to the annual Clergy Study Days 

taking place at Mt. Carmel Spiritual Centre (NF) 

the priests will not be available to celebrate 

morning Mass on Wednesday and Thursday this 

week. Also, the first Thursday Holy Hour will be 

moved a week, to December 8. 

We need to be alert even while we work. The 

man working in the field and the woman 

working at the mill will be left 

because they won’t leave their work.  True 

enough – work is important.  We need to 

provide food and shelter for ourselves and our 

families.  But there is something more important 

than our work: the coming of the Son of Man. 

God will arrive unexpectedly. We don’t know 

when a thief might break into our house, so we 

are prepared for him at all times.  We lock our 

doors and windows.  We leave a light on when 

we’re gone. We insure our possessions.  We do 

these things now because a thief could come at 

some unknown time.  Hence, especially during 

this busy Christmas season, we must keep our 

daily life centred on Christ. 

                                        -- Fr. Tony Kadavil 

CHRISTMAS MASSES:  

5:30, 8:00, 10:30 p.m. December 24 

9:00, 11:00 a.m. December 25 

 

                  A big “thank you” to all the ladies of the parish who baked, made preserves and crafts, donated gift items and volunteered at the  

                    C.W.L.’s “Treats & Treasures Market!”  Without all of your contributions it would not have been the success it was.  

                    The organizing committee has heard so many words of praise but they really belong to all of you! Not only did we raise funds 

to help defray the costs of our upcoming 1`00th anniversary celebration, but we heard how much you enjoyed being together again in a 

social environment – working together, enjoying lunch together, and laughing together.  Praise the Lord for you and for the gifts that you 

have shared!                  

 



 

ree 

 

Human beings cannot live without hope.  Unlike the animals, we are blessed -- or cursed 

 -- with the ability to think about the future and to direct our actions to shaping it.  So essential  

is this to human life that human beings cannot live without hope, without something to live for, 

without something to look forward to.  To be without hope, to have nothing to live for, is to 

surrender to death in despair.  But we can find all sorts of things to live for and we can hope for 

almost anything: for some measure of success or security or for the realization of some more or  

 

REFLECTION ON THE ADVENT SEASON: WAITING IN HOPE 

less modest ambition; for our children, that they might be saved from our mistakes and sufferings and find a better life than we  

have known; for a better world, throwing ourselves into politics or medicine or technology so that future generations might be  

better off.  Not all these forms of hope are selfish; indeed, they have given dignity and purpose to the lives of countless generations. 

Thus we hope for the same things as the Old Testament people, for their hopes are not yet realized.  But we differ from them in  

two ways.  First, the coming of Jesus in history, as a partial fulfillment of God's promises, immeasurably confirms and strengthens 

our hope.  Secondly, we differ from the Old Testament people because Jesus has revealed to us that God is not far off, but is  

already in our midst.  Hence the importance in the Advent liturgy of John the Baptist and of Mary: because they recognized the  

new situation, they serve as models for the Church in discerning the presence of our Saviour in the world.   

                                                                            [Mark Searle, "The Spirit of Advent"] 

  

 

This is the 2022 edition of a journal, taking the pilgrim on a journey from the First Sunday of Advent 

to the end of the Christmas Octave.  To guide you, a short explanation is given on how to pray the 

Lectio Divina.  Each page invites you to reflect on your experiences individually or in a group.  Each 

day creates an opportunity to share your journey through Advent with others.  For inquiries and orders 

(1-10 copies, $10 each; 10 or more copies, $8 each), see Jennifer Pothier (905/941-3877; 

JenPothier@yahoo.co.uk) -- this year's journal is dedicated to her mother, Theresa. 

 

       ADVENT  

LECTIO DIVINA   

                          SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 

The Anointing of the Sick is not only for the physically sick.  

It is a sacrament for those who are suffering with an infirmity 

or a long-term illness; those facing surgery; those experiencing 

a need for healing and strength -- be it physical, emotional, or 

psychological.  If a person is anointed and the illness later 

becomes more serious, the sacrament may be repeated.  It is 

fitting to receive this sacrament prior to a serious operation; 

the same holds for the elderly when frailty becomes more 

pronounced.  The sacrament is offered communally, four times 

a year, on days on or near significant Marian feast (this time, 

Our Lady of Loreto / Our Lady of Guadalupe).   The next 

Anointing is on Friday, December 9 (8:30 a.m. Mass); please 

give names of those desiring the sacrament to the church office 

ahead of time. 

 

 

                          UPCOMING MEETINGS:  

Catholic Women's League -- Tue., Dec. 6 (6:30 p.m., hall) 

Pastoral Council -- Wed., Dec. 7 (6:30 p.m., hall) 

                AT MT. CARMEL SPIRITUAL CENTRE 

"Trusting God Even When Life Hurts" -- Saturday, December 3 

(led by Anna Racine; cost $70). When bad things happen, what  

is our reaction?  Do we trust God even when we don't under- 

stand? When difficult things happen, we begin to  

doubt God's concern for us or his control over our lives.            

But when times are hard, when the world feels like it's caving in 

on us, it's even more important to trust God.  In this workshop 

learn how to trust God in the midst of the "storms of life."    

               [www.carmelniagara.com; 905/356-4113] 

 

 

 

                                  FAMILY SURVEY / CONFIDENTIAL REGISTRATION  

Here at St. Vincent de Paul, we are intent on knowing our parishioners, and we need your assistance in 

keeping our records updated and accurate.  We would like everyone to take the opportunity to complete a 

confidential registration / family survey card.  These are found at the door of the church:  

please take one and return it completed, with our thanks! 

 

               CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION 1:  

            this Monday, November 28 (6:30 p.m., hall) 

Eligible candidates in gr. 8 (or higher) attending  

St. Michael Catholic School or public school and their parents  

are requested to come to this important meeting to launch the 

preparation for Confirmation (which is on May 31, 2023).  It  

will last no more than an hour and aims to present some useful 

information for all concerned. 

 

 

SACRAMENTAL FORGIVENESS: children in grade 2 

Our children are eligible to celebrate this sacrament, with a 

choice of two dates: either Thursday, December 8 (6:30 p.m.)  

or Saturday, December 17 (10:30 a.m.) -- in the church proper.    

                  "SANTA" FOR PALLIATIVE CARE 

Santa Claus is coming to the NL Community Centre: Sunday, 

December 11 (10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.) -- come and join us for a 

complimentary hot chocolate and cookie; Santa will be  

available for photo with good children of all ages!   

Assisting NL Community Palliative Care Service. 

 

 

 



UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
FIRST ADVENT  (A) 

 

 

Invitation: We do not know when the Lord will return.  We must live 

 each day as if tomorrow he will come.  So then, let us turn 

 to God with our prayers for one another and all the world. 
 

    response:  Lord, come and save us! 
 

Intentions: For the Church universal to reflect the beauty of the heaven- 

 ly Jerusalem: may her light draw all people to Jesus himself, 

 we pray...  
 

For governments all around the world: with their swords 

made into ploughshares, no more may they resort to war, 

 we pray... 
 

For all the sick to experience healing and relief from pain; also,  

may those who are near death be ready to greet the Lord of life, 

 we pray... 
 

For those bound by addiction or excessive living, and any- 

one who seeks to cast off the works of darkness: for them, 

may the night of agony soon give way to a day of healing, 

 we pray... 
 

For our parish community to celebrate this Advent season 

with acts of charity and generosity; together may we walk  

the pilgrimage to the house of the Father in joy and peace, 

 we pray... 
 

 For those taken from us in death, all who have gone up to the 

 mountain of the Lord's house, to find rest in God's holy place, 
  especially:  [5:00 Mass]  Jill Wright...  [9:00 Mass]  Frances Puinno...  [each Mass]   

 we pray... 
 



 God is always ready to listen to us; therefore, in the quiet 

 of our hearts let us make our personal petitions in silence... 
 [no need to add "we pray..."] 
 

Conclusion: O God, Lord of all nations, the world cries out to you for mer- 

 cy and justice.  Open our eyes to your presence all around us  

 and listen to the prayers we voice on behalf on those in need. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 
 

 

 

 


